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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1944 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Guildford* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Guildford  for  1944. 

The  war-time  increase  in  the  population  has  been  well 
maintained,  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-1944 
being  45,310,  a figure*  which  must  have  been  considerably 
augmented  during  the  summer  owing  to  enemy  air.  attacks  on 
London.  Other  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory  as  compared 
with  previous  years,  although  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  shows 
a very  slight  increase  as  compared  with  1943. 

The  year  under  review  was  on  the  whole  very  favourable 
from  the  point  of  view  of  public  health.  There  was  no  specially 
noteworthy  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity  in  the  district, 
neither  was  evidence  available,  statistical  or  otherwise, 
of  any  measurable  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the  civilian 
population.  One  would  expect  that  the  effects  of  any  privation 
associated  with  war  conditions  would  become  apparent  in  the 
younger  members  of  the  community.  Actually  during  this 
fifth  complete  year  of  war  the  standard  of  health  of  the  child- 
ren has  here  been  higher. 
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1 gratefully  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
help  and  co-operation  I have  received  from  the  staff  of  my  own 
and  other  departments,  and  am  much  indebted  to  the  Chairmen 
and  members  of  Committees  for  the  support  and  consideration 
extended  to  me  during  my  stay  in  Guildford. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  M.  ERSKINE  YOUNG, 

M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H . 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  A.  EELAM,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

J.  M.  ERSKINE  YOUNG,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

H.  A.  PERRY,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

W.  S.  GREGORY.  E.  N.  JONES. 

C.  PI.  CRAWFORD. 

(Each  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and 
the  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate.) 
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Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  : 

MISS  E.  SMITH,  Certs.  General  Training  and  S.C.M. 

MRS.  A.  KEAR,  Certs.  General  Training,  F.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Health  Visitor's,  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s. 

MISS  B.  L.  PECKHAM,  Certs.  General  Training,  S.C.M., 
and  Health  Visitor’s. 

MISS  I.  ROSTER,  Certs.  General  Training,  S.C.M. , and 
Health  Visitor’s. 

Health  Visitors  : 

MISS  A.  JEFFRIES,  Certs.  General  Training,  S.C.M.,  and 
Health  Visitor’s  (to  30.11.44). 

MISS  M.  JENKINS,  Certs.  General  Training,  S.C.M.,  and 
Health  Visitor’s. 

Remedial  Gymnast  for  Babies’  Physical  Training  Class: 

MRS.  E.  SAMUEE. 

Clerks  : 

MRS.  E.  G.  DALBY. 

MISS  M.  TURNER  (joined  Nursing  Service  19.2.44). 
MISS  B.  NICHOLS  (from  7.2.44)/ 

F.  W.  CULVER  (directed  to  Coal  Mining  8.3.44). 

J.  GRIFFITHS  (from  15.3.44  to  29.7.44). 

D.  TOMLIN  (from  9.8.44). 

Medical  Officer  for  Ante  and  Post=Nata!  Clinics : 

WINSOME  D.  GRANTHAM,  M.B.,  B.Ch.* 

Obstetric  Consultant  and  Consultant  for  Puerperal  Fever 

and  Pyrexia  Cases  : 

J.  O.  M.  REES,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.* 

Mothers’  and  Toddlers’  Dental  Clinic  : 

T.  S.  LATHAM,  L.D.S. 

Public  Analyst:  E.  HINKS,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.* 

Part=time  Assistants  to  M.O.H.  : 

EDITH  T.  SHEPPARD,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

EDITH  K.  BUDDEN,  M.D. 

^Part-time  Officers. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Acting  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  for  1944* 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  : 7,173. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population, 
mid-1944 : *45,310. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  (end  of  1944),  according 
to  Rate  Rooks:  11,635. 

Rateable  Value  at  December  31st,  1944:  <£510,618. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (at  April  1st,  1944)  : £2,084. 

* ^Figure  for  calculating  Birth  Rate. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

i 

C Live  Birth  Rate  per 

Legitimate 

751 

381 

370  1 

) 1,000  of  the  esti- 

Illegitimate 

79 

44 

35  j 

1 

) mated  resident 
v population,  18.31. 

f Rate  per  1,000  total 

Still  Births  ... 

17 

6 

11  < 

(live  and  still) 
^ births,  20.07. 
r Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

Comparability  factor 

523  269  254  . 

( 

: Not  available. 

) of  the  estimated 

) resident  popula- 

tion, 11.54. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births)  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.18 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  40.96 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  41.27 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  37.97 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  85 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ..,  5 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the  Year  1944.  Provisional  Figures. 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : 

1 000  / Total  Births  ...  Puerperal  Sepsis — 0.28  Others — 1.25  Total — 1.53 

( Guildford  ...  Puerperal  Sepsis — Nil  Others — 1.18  Total — 1.18 

A dash  (— ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 


6 


Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

1944. 
All  ages. 
F. 

Total. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

13 

3 

16 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

3 

— 

3 

Influenza 

3 

I 

4 

Cancer 

45 

40 

85 

Diabetes 



2 

2 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

23 

37 

60 

Heart  disease  ... 

59 

44 

103 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

14 

20 

34 

Bronchitis 

12 

4 

16 

Pneumonia 

17 

20 

37 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

5 

10 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Appendicitis 

2 

2 

4 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

8 

14 

Nephritis 

7 

11 

18 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

— - 

— < 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

6 

2 

8 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  in- 
juries, infant  disease 

9 

4 

13 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

6 

3 

9 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

5 

6 

11 

All  other  causes 

20 

29 

49 

269  254  523 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area* 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  following’  municipal  work  was 
done  during  1944  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital  : Number  of  specimens  examined, 
1,017,  classified  as  follows:  Swabs  for — Diphtheria  102, 
Haemolytic  Streptococci  130,  Meningococci  1,  Vincents 
Angina  20,  Miscellaneous  24;  Sputa  for — Tubercle  16. 

Milk  examinations,  including  the  Phosphatase  Test,  were 
also  carried  out  and  are  detailed  elsewhere. 

Examination  of  'Blood:  Wasserman  reaction,  310; 
Estimation  of  Haemoglobin,  306  ; Blood  Grouping,  106, 
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Ambulance  Facilities. — This  work  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  is  most  efficiently  carried 
out,  the  total  number  of  cases  removed  by  ambulance  during 
1944  being  4,985.  These  include  316  accidents,  and  a mileage 
of  48,077  was  covered.  Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
ambulance  of  the  Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — All  this  work  is  carried  out  by 
the  general  nurses  or  district  midwives  of  the  Guildford 
Queen’s  District  Nursing  Association.  Six  general  nurses  and 
two  district  midwives  were  employed  during  the  year,  the 
latter  under  the  agreement  made  with  the  Corporation. 

During  1944,  114  midwifery  cases  were  attended  as  such 
by  nurses  alone,  and  in  addition  21  as  maternity  nurses  with 
the  help  of  a doctor.  In  the  Jarvis  Home  186  cases  were 
attended  by  midwives  alone,  and  82  with  doctors. 

Number  of  ante-natal  sessions  at  the  Jarvis 

Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Number  of  ante-natal  attendances  ...  . ..,  2,401 

Number  of  new  bookings  ...  ...  ...  382 

Number  of  Municipal  ante-natal  sessions  ...  47 

Number  of  mothers  taken  to  Municipal  ante- 
natal Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  425 

Number  of  Municipal  post-natal  sessions  ...  46 

Number  of  mothers  taken  to  Municipal  post- 
natal Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  nursed  by  the  G.Q.D.N.A.  : — 


Measles 

Number 
of  Cases. 

1 

Visits 

Paid. 

4 

Transferred 
to  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  N. 

17 

188 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Inf.  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

10 

59 

* 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

122 

1,250 

3 

150 

1,501 

4 

8 


Children  over  5 years  of  age  nursed  by  G.Q.D.N.A.  : — 


Pneumonia  ... 

Number 
of  Cases. 

2 

Visits 

Paid. 

7 

Transferred 
to  Hospital. 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— . 

— 

— 

Influenza 

2 

33 

— - 

Other  Diseases 

87 

960 

4 

91 

1,000 

5 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — Clinics  were  as  follows  : 


Stoughton : 

Monday  mornings,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Wednesdays  : Post-Natal  and  Ante-Natal. 

Arundel  House  : 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons  : Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 


Merrow  : 

First  and  Third  Monday  afternoons  : Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare. 


Burpham  : 

Second  and  Fourth  Monday  afternoons  : Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 


Onslow  : 

Saturday  mornings  : Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


Ante-  Post- 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Services  : Natal.  Natal. 

1.  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  main- 
tained by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

(Combined  owing  to  war  conditions) 

Number  of  Sessions  held  ...  ...  90 


2.  Total  number  of  new  cases  who  attended 
at  the  Clinics  during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  attendances  ... 


319  130 

711 
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Arundel 

House. 

Stoughton. 

Merrow. 

Burpham. 

Onslow. 

Total*. 

Number  of  Sessions 

139 

140 

22 

21 

46 

368 

Number  on  Register — 

Children  over  1 year 

676 

548 

65 

63 

189 

1541 

Children  under  1 year 

257 

228 

24 

27 

78 

614 

Totals 

933 

776 

89 

90 

267 

2523 

Attendances — 

Children  over  1 year 

3627 

2356 

319 

441 

970 

7713 

Children  under  1 year 

3583 

3980 

355 

314 

875 

9107 

Totals  

7210 

6336 

674 

755 

1845 

16820 

Average  attendance  per 

child 

7.72 

8.21 

7.56 

8.38 

6.9 

6.66 

Average  attendance  per 

session 

51.8 

45.25 

30.63 

36.00 

40.1 

45.67 

Interviews  with  Doctor 

5003 

3589 

306 

251 

1358 

10507 

Average  per  session 

35.97 

25.64 

13.9 

12.00 

29.5 

28.55 

Numbers  attending  for 
first  time — 

Children  over  1 year 

80 

56 

28 

7 

20 

191 

Children  under  1 year 

277 

271 

30 

28 

105 

711 

Numbers  from  outside 
the  Borough — - 

Children  over  1 year 

20 

27 

5 

2 

— 

54 

Children  under  1 year 

13 

15 

1 

— 

2 

31 

Attendances 

144 

210 

9 

14 

14 

391 

120  packets  of  dried  milk  were  issued  to  Guildford  and 
evacuee  mothers  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Clinics, 
January  to  December,  1944. 


Mothers. 

Children. 

Cases 

147 

Cases 

106 

Attendances 

600 

Attendances 

239 

Extractions  ... 

400 

Fillings 

81 

Local  Anaesthetics 

31 

Extractions 

267 

N2G  

128 

Local  Anaesthetics 

— 

Fillings 

138 

N20  

91 

Scalings  and 

Other  Operations 

28 

other  Operations... 

84 

Impressions 

74 

Bites 

31 

Trials 

33 

Dentures 

54 

to 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  County  Tuberculosis  Offi- 
cer attends  at  the  Surrey  County  Council  Dispensary,  Tower 
H ouse,  Epsom  Road.  Practitioners  can  refer  their  suspicious 
cases  to  him  or  request  him  to  visit  the  patient’s  home  and 
there  meet  the  private  doctor. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  County  Council  Clinic  is  held 
at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  by  one  of  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers  who  attends  on  Thursdays  and  Fri- 
days from  5 to  7 p.m.  to  see  males,  and  on  Mondays  from  2 
till  7 p.m.  and  Thursdays  from  9.30  to  11.30  a.m.  for  females. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  notified  births  was 
1,975;  of  these  847  were  resident  births.  These  are  tabulated 
on  page  4. 

Child  Life  Protection. — No  proceedings  were  taken  under 
the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. 

There  were  47  foster  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1944.  The  number  of  foster  mothers  registered  was  12. 

Hospital  Provision. — The  position  remains  as  before  with 
two  General  Hospitals.  Information  concerning  the  work 
done  by  these  hospitals  during  the  year  has  been  kindly  sup- 
plied by  the  Secretary-Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital  (Voluntary)  and  the  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  Warren  Road  Hospital  (Surrey  County  Council)  as 
follows  : — 

Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital.  General  Wards,  Civilian 
and  Service  admissions:  From  the  waiting  list,  2,107;  as 
emergencies,  2,933.  Civilian  and  Service  discharges:  Patients 
resident  on  December  31st,  1943,  and  discharged  in  1944,  208; 
patients  admitted  and  discharged  in  1944,  4,802.  Average 
number  of  days  civilian  patients  were  resident  in  Hospital,  18. 
Average  daily  occupancy  of  beds  in  Hospital,  251.86. 

Nightingale  (Paying  Ward).  Admissions:  316.  Dis- 
charges : Patients  resident  on  December  31st,  1943,  and  dis- 
charged in  1944,  13;  Patients  admitted  and  discharged  in 
1944,  298.  Average  number  of  days  resident  in  Hospital,  16. 

Warren  Road  Hospital. — Total  admissions,  5,759;  total 
deaths,  560;  total  discharges,  5,208;  total  deliveries,  928. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

As  agreed  with  the  Corporation,  the  Queen’s  District 
Nursing  Association  maintained  two  midwives  for  district  work 
in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936. 

Thirty-three  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
during  1944.  Of  these,  12  were  Queen’s  midwives  and  4 were 
private  midwives  nursing  in  the  home.  There  is  one  other  who 
works  in  a private  nursing  home  in  addition  to  the  above.  The 
remaining  16  are  midwives  employed  at  the  Mount  Alvernia 
Nursing  Home  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise. 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives  made  13  routine  and  21  special 
visits,  classed  as  follows  : — 

Visits  to  Independent  Midwives  : 

Routine,  7 ; Special,  6. 

Visits  to  Mount  Alvernia  : 

Routine,  2;  Special,  1. 

Visits  to  Queen’s  Nurses  : 

Routine,  4;  Special,  14. 

Visits  to  patients  at  home,  14. 

Analysis  of  164  Medical  Aid  Forms  received  from  the 
midwives  show  that  117  were  received  from  the  Queen’s  Nurses 
Jarvis  Maternity  Home,  of  which  25  were  on  account  of  non- 
residents. Twenty  of  these  paid  their  own  fees,  and  66  of  the 
residents  paid  theirs.  From  Mount  Alvernia  18  forms  were 
received,  of  which  11  persons  were  residents,  and  7 non- 
residents, of  whom  5 paid  their  own  fees.  The  Queen’s 
District  Nurses  sent  in  18  medical  aid  forms  from  the  district, 
all  of  which  were  on  behalf  of  residents,  and  of  these  2 paid 
their  own  fees.  The  remaining  11  forms  were  sent  in  by  inde- 
pendent midwives,  and  were  in  respect  of  residents. 

For  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1945,  £83  19s.  Od. 
was  expended  by  the  Council  in  payment  of  doctors  summoned 
in  medical  aid  of  midwives,  and  of  this  sum  £57  19s.  2d.  was 
recovered. 

Health  Visiting. — I he  four  Health  Visitors  during  1944 
made  3,350  visits  to  infants,  3,710  to  toddlers,  and  335  ante- 
natal visits. 
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Car©  of  Premature  Infants-.— In  response  to  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  20/44,  various  provisions  have  been  made 
to  ensure  the  adequate  care  and  supervision  of  premature 
babies.  Space  has  been  allowed  on  the  Notification  of  Birth 
Cards  for  information  as  to  the  weight  of  a baby  if  below  5J 
lbs.,  and  special  equipment  such  as  a draught-proof  cot  with 
detachable  lining,  warm  clothing,  electric  blanket  pad,  special 
feeding  bottles,  thermometers  and  mucus  catheters,  will  in 
future  be  available.  This  equipment  is  kept  at  the  Central 
Clinic  and  will  be  lent  to  the  mother  of  a premature  baby  when 
considered  advisable. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  — Ministry  of  Health  Circu- 
lar No.  2866  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  a special  Sub-Committee  was  formed  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  Delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  a Conference 
at  County  Hall,  Kingston,  and  the  question  was  discussed  at 
a meeting  in  Guildford  attended  by  Moral  Welfare  Workers, 
Probation  Officers,  and  an  A.T.S.  Medical  Officer.  The 
Rochester  Diocesan  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  at  Erith, 
Kent,  was  inspected  by  the  Sub-Committee,  and  it  was  decided 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  find  a house  in  Guildford 
suitable  for  a hostel  and  residential  foster  nursery.  No  suit- 
able premises  had  been  found  by  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review,  but  it  would  seem  appropriate  to  mention  that  a large 
detached  house  in  its  own  grounds,  most  admirable  for  the 
purpose,  has  since  been  purchased  by  the  Council. 

Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes. — There  are  still  six  regis- 
tered nursing  homes  in  Guildford  offering  98  beds.  The  accom- 
modation offered  by  each  Nursing  Home  is  as  follows  : — 


Jarvis  Maternity  Home  of  The 


Queen’s  Nurses  ... 

Maternity  Beds 

15 

Redbraes,  London  Road 

Medical  and  Surgical 

Beds 

10 

Mount  Alvernia,  Harvey  Road, 

Medical  and  Surgical 

and  Annexe,  Semaphore 

Beds 

42 

Road 

Maternity  Beds 

28 

Westfield,  Epsom  Road  ... 

Surgical  Beds 

6 

Maternity  Beds 

1 

Onslow  Village  Nursing  Home 

Medical  Beds 

1 

Cbm  p ton , E dgebor ou g h Roa d 

Medical  Beds 

10 

Inspection  of  these  homes  is  carried  out  annually,  when 
the  whole  Home  is  inspected,  records  checked,  cards  seen, 
staff  checked,  and  all  conditions  of  decoration,  efficiency  of 
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working",  are  gone  into.  Re-visits  and  consultations  with  the 
Matrons  are  carried  out  at  any  time  during  the  year  should 
any  special  circumstances  arise,  such  as  a maternity  case 
becoming  infected  or  showing  a rise  of  temperature. 

With  regard  to  possible  unregistered  Homes,  these  are 
discovered  at  times  by  advertisements  in  the  local  press,  etc., 
and  steps  are  taken  to  deal  with  them  adequately. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

Unfortunately  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Guildford  is  still 
requisitioned  by  the  Admiralty,  and  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  it  being  re-opened.  It  therefore  continues  to  be 
necessary  to  transfer  infectious  cases  to  Ottershaw  Hospital. 

It  is  however,  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  whereas  .• 
ten  years  ago  hospital  isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  almost 
invariably  carried  out,  the  mild  type  of  the  disease  which  has 
been  so  prevalent  in  recent  years  has  resulted  in  a large  pro- 
portion of  cases  being  nursed  at  home.  52  notified  cases,  and 
inevitably  many  others  which  had  been  mild  and  unrecognised 
and  therefore  escaped  notification,  were  nursed  at  home  during 
1944,  and  71  were  admitted  to  hospital.  No  other  infectious 
disease  was  excessively  prevalent  during  the  year,  which  was 
singularly  free  from  epidemics.  Other  infectious  patients 
admitted  to  hospital  were  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  3 ; Scarlet  Fever  71;  Measles  2;  Whooping 
Cough  3 ; Erysipelas  2 ; Acute  Poliomyelitis  2 ; Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis  3;  Chicken  Pox  6;  Mumps  3;  Rubella  1. 
There  was  one  death  from  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Smallpox.  A number  of  smallpox  contacts  who  had  re- 
turned to  this  country  from  areas  where  the  disease  is  endemic 
were  kept  under  surveillance,  but  no  cases  have  been  notified 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
continues  to  be  rather  higher  than  in  recent  years ; a total  of 
123  cases  were  officially  notified. 

The  age  group  distribution  was  roughly  similar  to  that 
usually  observed,  the  greatest  prevalence  being  among  per- 
sons between  the  ages  of  5 and  15,  among  whom  71  cases 
were  notified.  One  has  considered  the  advisability  of  active 
immunisation  against  this  disease,  but  the  long  course  of  in- 
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jections  necessary  and  the  possibility  of  a severe  reaction  in 
conjunction  with  its  mild  nature  and  freedom  from  complica- 
tion, are  strong-  contra  indications  to  such  a procedure  being 
adopted. 

Diphtheria. — It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  observe  the  pro- 
gressive diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria. 
Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  under  review,  and 
these  were  all  in  persons  between  15  and  35.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  among  child- 
ren attending  elementary  schools  in  the  Borough.  It  becomes 
increasingly  apparent  that  a successful  campaign  is  being 
waged  against  the  diphtheria  bacillus  : during  the  year  under 
review  530  children  were  immunised,  of  whom  241  were  school 
children,  and  289  under  the  age  of  5.  I have  continued  to 
recommend  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  for  children  up  to  the 
age  of  12,  and  Toxin  Antitoxin  Floccules  for  older  people. 

Whooping  Cough. — Although  there  was  a further  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough,  the  disease  has 
been  generally  mild  and  of  shorter  duration  than  previously, 
and  no  deaths  have  taken  place.  A total  of  72  cases  were  noti- 
fied, of  whom  27  were  of  school  age — a larger  proportion  than 
in  1943. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1944, 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Death*. 

Scarlet  Fever 

123 

71 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

8 

7 

— 

Pneumonia 

13 

— 

37 

Erysipelas 

14 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

13 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

72 

3 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

1 

Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

254 

93 

38 

!5 


Tuberculosis:  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

A 

A£e. 

Non 

/ ™ 

N 

Non- 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0 

1-5 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M.  F. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



5-10 

* 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

— — 

10-15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

15-20 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

20-25 

4 

5 

l 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 

25-35 

8 

6 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— — 

35-45 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

45-55 

8 

1 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

55-65 

3 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— — 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

1 

% 

2 

— 

— — 

37 

15 

4 

6 

3 

1 

1 — 

The  above  fig 

ures 

include 

Pulmonary — (Males)  : 7 Army,  2 Naval,  2 R.A.F. 
(Females)  : 1 A.T.S. 

Non-Pulmonary — (Males)  : 1 Army,  2 R.A.F. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  per- 
sons suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
Milk  trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups. 


Disease. 

Under  1. 

1 

rH 

co 

1 

1 

CO 

d 

! 

© 

rH 

1 

10-15. 

15  - 20. 

d 

CO 

1 

g 

d 

k 

CO 

45  - 65. 

65  and  over. 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

3 

5 

5 

5 

50 

21 

15 

16 

— 

3 

. 

71 



Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

7 

1 

2 

— 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis... 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Measles 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

16 

3 

A* 

10 

9 

25 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

- — 

Totals 

13 

21 

8 

16 

15 

84 

25 

23 

27 

6 

15 

3 

93 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Guildford.. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices, 

Guildford. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944. 


The  Report  is  considerably  abbreviated  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Although  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  increasingly 
difficult  to  obtain  the  execution  of  repairs  to  houses,  and  to 
maintain  the  usual  standards  in  regard  to  other  aspects  of 
the  work,  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors to  keep  as  near  to  pre-war  levels  as  possible. 


The  survey  of  1,427  Council  houses,  commenced  in  1942, 
was  completed  during  the  year,  with  results  as  shewn  on 
pages  37-38.  This  survey  can  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the 
general  condition  of  working  class  properties  in  the  town  in 
regard  to  overcrowding,  verminous  premises,  structural  repairs 
and  maintenance.  In  fact,  amongst  the  older  houses  in  the 
Borough,  signs  of  deterioration  are  much  more  evident  owing 
to  the  lack  of  attention  during  the  war  years. 

An  inspection  of  all  properties  requisitioned  by  the  Council 
lor  homeless  persons  was  also  carried  out.  In  every  case, 
separate  domestic  facilities  were  provided  for  each  family, 
e.g.,  sink,  water  supply,  washing  copper  and  cooker,  whilst 
separate  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  wherever 
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possible.  Serious  cases  of  overcrowding-  were  also  abated  as 
and  when  alternative  accommodation  became  available.  As  a 
result,  it  can  be  stated  that  these  families  were  housed  under 
the  best  possible  conditions  considering  the  limited  amount  of 
accommodation  available,  and  the  extreme  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials. 

Special  attention  was  given  throughout  the  year  to  the 
supervision  of  food  supplies,  and  the  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  and  distributed.  Everything  possible  was  done  to 
maintain  a clean  and  wholesome  food  supply,  and  having  re- 
gard to  the  difficult  times  and  the  shortage  of  labour  in  the  food 
trades,  a very  satisfactory  standard  was  achieved. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  A.  PERRY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Guildford  has  an  excellent  water  supply  derived  from 
three  deep  boreholes  in  the  chalk.  There  are  three  pumping 
stations  situate  as  follows  : — 

1.  Joseph’s  Road  Pumping  Station. 

2.  Millmead  Pumping  Station. 

3.  Dapdune  Pumping  Station — used  for  stand-by  purposes 

only. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944,  the  total 
domestic  consumption  of  water  throughout  the  water  area  was 
665,893,052  gallons,  an  average  of  1,824,365  gallons  per  day. 
4"he  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population,  based 
on  a population  of  57,000,  was  42.5  gallons,  the  domestic 
consumption  being  31.2  gallons  and  the  remaining  11.3  gal- 
lons being  used  for  industrial  and  other  purposes. 

During  the  year  29  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis,  and  35  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  as  follows  : — 


19 

Josephs  Road  Pumping  Station 

Chemical 

Samples. 

10 

Bacteriological 

Samples. 

11 

Millmead  Pumping  Station 

...  . . . 

10 

14 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station 

...  . . . 

4 

3 

Private  Premises 

...  • . . 

3 

5 

Emergency  Water  Supplies 
Tanks) 

(Storage 

2 

2 

. 

29 

35 

Of  the  above  samples,  three  ehemical  and  two  bacterio- 
logical samples  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  follows  : 

Chemical  Analyses.  Samples  taken  from 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station. 

Date.  Remarks. 

1st  January,  1944  ...  Free  Ammonia — 0.400 

Thiocyanates — 0 . 1 0 

12th  February,  1944  ...  Free  Ammonia — 0.44 

Thiocyanates — absent 

15th  April,  1944  ...  Free  Ammonia — 0.40 

Thiocyanates — absent 

This  source  of  supply  has  been  out  of  regular  service  since 
1936,  but  is  retained  as  a stand-by  in  case  of  emergency.  The 
above  samples  formed  part  of  a series  taken  in  1943/44,  dur- 
ing an  investigation  of  serious  contamination  subsequently 
found  to  be  due  to  industrial  processes.  Considerable  improve- 
ment was  effected,  and  in  regard  to  the  sample  taken  on  15th 
April,  1944,  the  Analyst  regorts  that  “.  . . . The  only 

abnormality  is  the  high  figure  for  free  ammonia.  If  required, 
this  water  could  be  used  and  its  precautionary  treatment  by 
chlorination  would  be  practicable.”  It  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  utilise  this  supply  since  that  date. 

Bacteriological  Examination.  Samples  taken  from 
Millmead  Pumping  Station. 

Date.  Remarks. 

21st  November,  1944  ...  Presumptive  coli  reaction: 

Present  10  c.c.,  Absent  1 c.c. 

B.  Coli,  Type  I : Present  10 
c.c.,  Absent  1 c.c. 

25th  November,  1944  ...  Presumptive  coli  reaction: 

Present  100c. c.,  Absent  50c. c. 

B.  Coli,  Type  I : Present  100 
c.c.,  Absent  50  c.c. 
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The  above  samples  were  taken  direct  from  the  pump 
before  chlorination  of  the  supply  to  ascertain  the  bacterio- 
logical condition  of  the  raw  water.  In  regard  to  these  sam- 
ples the  Analyst  stated  that  “ . . . It  is  not  of  the  high 
standard  of  purity  required  for  the  purposes  of  a public  supply, 
iB.  Coli  being  present  in  very  small  number.  This  analysis, 
interpreted  in  conjunction  with  the  chemical  examination  of 
the  sample  taken  on  the  21st  instant,  indicates  that  the  water 
can  be  rendered  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes 
by  the  efficient  application  of  chlorine.”  Samples  taken  from 
this  source  after  chlorination  on  the  same  dates  were  reported 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  efficient  chlorination  is  always 
maintained. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  water  at  the  open  air  swimming  pool  was  analysed 
during  the  bathing  season  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Chloroscope  examinations  are  also  carried  out  daily  by  the 
attendants.  The  Castle  Street  swimming  bath  remains  closed 
to  the  public  and  is  used  for  the  bathing  of  members  of  H.M. 
Forces.  Eleven  slipper  baths  at  these  premises  are,  however, 
still  available  for  use  by  the  public. 

During  the  summer  months  a privately  owned  swimming 
pool  was  re-opened  for  the  use  of  members  of  Youth  Clubs, 
etc.,  but  was  subsequently  closed  owing  to  lack  of  labour  for 
maintenance.  Whilst  the  pool  was  in  use,  chemical  and 
bacteriological  samples  of  the  water  were  obtained  which  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  1944  the  laying  of  sewers  in  private  streets  in  part 
of  the  Burpham  area  was  completed. 

Twenty-two  drainage  connections  upon  individual  proper- 
ties were  made  during  the  year  in  the  Burpham  area,  and 
twelve  connections  were  made  on  the  Sutton  Hill  Estate.  The 
cesspools  at  each  of  these  premises  have  been  abolished. 

Before  connections  to  the  new  sewers  were  made,  the 
existing  drains  were  tested  and  defects  found  were  remedied. 
In  a number  of  cases  it  was  necessary  to  reconstruct  the 
drainage  system  throughout. 
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CESSPOOLS. 

The  number  of  cesspools  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
December,  1944,  was  390. 

During  the  year,  thirty-four  cesspools  were  abolished. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  means  of  mechanical  plant  as 
and  when  required. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  by  incineration.  From 
figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  the  weight  of  house 
and  trade’  refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year  was  8,145  tons. 

Owing  to  the  short  supply  of  metal  dustbins  at  the  present 
time,  local  traders  continue  to  supply  new  bins  on  the  produc- 
tion of  permits  issued  by  this  Department.  During  the  year, 
631  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defective,  and  the  necessary 
permits  for  replacement  were  issued. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area* 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  832 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  832 

Number  of  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  807 

Number  of  no  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Houses  (1st  visits)  477 

Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Houses  (sub  visits)  303 

Number  of  visits  to  cases  of  Infectious  Diseaess  ...  70 

Number  of  disinfections  after  Infectious  Diseases  ...  41 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Verminous  Premises  ...  210 

Number  of  Fumigations  of  Verminous  Premises  ...  131 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Properties  under  Notice  ...  1,999 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  found  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Overcrowding  (P.N.’s,  etc.)  176 

Number  of  New  Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Number  of  Old  Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  visits  re  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  visits  re  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  visits  to  Schools  — ...  ...  ...  83 
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Number  of  visits  to  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  28 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  599 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories  (no  mechanical  power)  151 
Number  of  visits  to  Workplaces  (including  Offices)  ...  2,098 
Number  of  visits  to  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  visits  re  Shops  Act,  Sec,  10  ...  ....  ...  3 

Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  854 

Number  of  visits  to  Cattle  Market  ...  ....  ...  128 

Number  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  407 

Number  of  visits  to  Fishmongers’  Shops  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  visits  to  other  Food  Shops,  Market  Stalls, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  879 

Number  of  visits  to  Cooked  Food  Premises  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  visits  to  Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  316 

Number  of  visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 

Number  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  visits  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Number  of  visits  to  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  513 

Number  of  visits  to  Milkshops,  etc. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Milk  Samples  obtained  ...  376 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Water  Samples  ...  •••  37 

Number  of  Chemical  Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  visits  to  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  120 

Number  of  visits  re  Keeping  of  Animals  (including 

Stables)  56 

Number  of  visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  (1st 

visits)  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 

Number  of  visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  (sub 

visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,511 

Number  of  visits  to  Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  92 

Number  of  visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  79 

Number  of  visits  to  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  visits  re  River  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  visits  re  Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  visits  to  Military  Billets,  etc.  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,239 

Number  of  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,382 

Number  of  visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Requisitioned  Properties  ...  89 

Number  of  visits  re  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  ...  230 

Number  of  visits  to  A.R.P.  Shelters  and  Civil  Defence 

Quarters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 


Total  ...,  ...  18,336 
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PARTICULARS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  AND 

WORK  DONE. 
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Choked  Drains,  Soil  Water*  • ... 

30 

25 

11 

50 

5 

Choked  Drains,  Surface  Water 

8 

2 

— 

6 

- — 

Drains  req.  reconstruction,  Soil  Water 

23 

4 

1 

27 

— 

Drains  req.  reconstructions,  Surface  Water 

- — - 

4 

— 

3 

— 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  ... 

• — - 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Defective  Ventilation  Shafts 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Defective  Manholes  or  Covers 

3 

7 

1 

13 

— 

R.W.P.’s  requiring  disconnecting  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Closets  converted  to  Water  Carriage  System 

1 

— i 

— 

— 

— 

New  W.C.’s  erected  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Pans  and  Traps  of  W.C.’s 

8 

26 

5 

25 

— 

Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  or  Flush  Pipes  ... 

9 

48 

8 

45 

— 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  (Bath,  Lavatory  or 

Sinks) 

4 

22 

2 

17 

— 

Defective  Sink  Waste  Channels 



— 

— 

1 



Absence  of  Sinks 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Sinks 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Pointing  around  Sinks  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Eavesgiutters  or  Rainwater  Pipes 

6 

39 

9 

30 

— 

Detective  Cesspools 

23 

3 

• — 

27 

— 

Defective  Street  Gullies 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Defective  House  Gullies 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stagnant  Water 

1 

1 

■ 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

3 

5 

— 

6 

— 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc 

— - 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Verminous  Rooms 

202 

24 

3 

226 

— 

Overcrowding 

47 

2 

— 

19 

— 

Insufficient  or  Defective  Water  Supply 

3 

10 

1 

7 

— 

Defective  Dust  Bins  ... 

207 

363 

21 

570 

— 

Absence  of  Dust  B'ins 

2 

59 

— 

61 

— 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

3 

4 

1 

3 



Rooms  requiring  Decoration 

59 

81 

17 

173 

— 

W.C.’s  requiring  Cleansing  ... 

2 

10 

— 

8 

— 

Defective  Chimney  Flues 

2 

7 

— 

10 

— 

Damp  Walls  due  to  external  defects 

6 

25 

1 

29 



Damp  Walls  due  to  absence  of  effective 

damp  course 

— 

6 

1 

3 

— 

Defective  Fireplaces  or  Stoves 

2 

31 

5 

40 

— 

Defective  Coppers 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Defective  Ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Defective  Sub-Floor  Ventilation 

— 

1 

2 

2 



Defective  Windows  or  Doors 

*YVarning  letter  sent  in  one 

29 

case  of 

37 

this 

5 

group. 

59 

— 

Work  done  by 
Council  in  default. 
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Defective  Roofs 

17 

82 

13 

83 

— 

Defective  Brickwork  or  Pointing  ... 

17 

7 

— 

10 

— 

Defective  Floors 

6 

26 

4 

25 

— 

Defective  Plastering  ... 

15 

33 

13 

46 

— 

Defective  Stairs 

1 

1 

1 

7 

— 

Absence  of  Handrails  to  Stairs 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Gas  Services  or  Fittings 

Absence  of,  or  Insufficient  Accommoda- 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

tion  for  Food  Storage 

Absence  of  Name  and  Address  of  Owner 
or  M.O.H.  from  Rent  Book  or  Per- 

mitted Number 

Matters  referred  for  action  under  Housing 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

Act,  1936  

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Matters  unscheduled — 

Dirty  condition  of  rooms  and  bedding 


to  be  cleansed  by  occupier 

16 

8 

— 

23 

— 

Factories,  Factories  (N.M.P.)  and  Workplaces — 

Unregistered 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Overcrowded 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Without  Abstract  or  Blue  Book*  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Absence  of  Thermometers  in  Work  Rooms 
Absence  of  Means  of  Heating  in  Work 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rooms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Absence  of  Suitable  Washing  Facilities  in 

Work  Rooms 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

Absence  of  Facilities  for  Taking  Meals  in 

Factories 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Requiring  Lime-Washing  or  Cleansing  ... 

58 

9 

2 

54 

— 

Requiring  Drains  or  Drains  Altering 

8 

1 

— 

9 

— 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  Insufficient 
Sanitary  Accommodation  Unsuitable  or 

1 

5 

— 

7 

— 

Defective 

8 

5 

2 

13 

1 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Not  Separate  for 

Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

1 



Having  Improper  Accommodation  for 

Storing  Refuse 

4 

11 

— 

15 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

9 

2 

— 

9 

— 

Burning  Trade  Refuse 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground  Bake- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

houses 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Failing  to  Return  Lists  of  Outworkers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-^Warning  letter  sent  in  one 

case  of 

this 

group. 

Work  done  by 

Council  in  default. 
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Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises 
Outwork  in  Infected  Premises 
New  W.C.’s  Erected 
Emissions  of  Dust 
General  Dilapidation  ... 

Infestation  by  Rats 

Unregistered  Milk  Vendors  or  Premises  ... 
Contravention  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 
Contravention  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Order,  1936 

Contravention  Meat  Regulations,  1924 
Contravention  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938* 
Matters  unscheduled — 

Contravention  of  Diseases  of  Animals 
Act 

Verminous  Premises  (Fire  Guard  Qtrs.) 


"O 


Work  done 

by  Arrangemen 

Preliminary 

Notices  served. 

Statutory 

Notices  served. 

Work  complete 

by  Owners. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

6 

1 

7 

43 

6 

10 

32 

10 

12 

— 

22 

8 

3 

— 

11 

11 

3 

— 

14 

3 

• 

1 

4 

1 



— 

1 

^Warning  letter  sent  in  one  case  of  this  group. 


STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


Number  of  Legal  Notices  issued  for  Abatement  or  Abolition 


of  Nuisances. 

Complied 

Served. 

With. 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding,  31.12.1943  ... 

7 

— 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  39 

- — 

1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  45 

3 

3 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  75 

20 

19 

Public  Health  i\ct,  1936. 

Section  89 

1 

1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  93 

29 

31 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  168 

1 

I 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  9 

1 

1 

Guildford  Corporation  Act, 

1926.  Section  100 

8 

7 

70 

64 

DISINFECTIONS. 

Disinfection  of 

Premises,  Bedding, 

etc. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  made  with  the  Authori- 
ties concerned  in  1943,  steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  is  still  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  disinfection  plant 
for  the  districts  of  Guildford  Rural  District  Council,  Hamble- 


Work  done  by 

Council  in  default. 


2 6 


don  Rural  District  Council,  Godaiming  Borough  Council  and 
Farnham  Joint  Hospital  Board  in  addition  to  the  Borough  of 
Guildford. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious,  contagious 

or  other  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  cases  where  bedding,  etc.,  was  steam 

disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

The  following  tables  show  the  amount  of  bedding,  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Articles  disinfected  by  steam  from  premises  within 

the  Borough. 


Bedding- 

Private  Hospitals, 

Houses.  Evacuees.  etc. 

101  ' 114  93 

Hostels. 

18 

Civil 

Defence. 

116 

Total. 

442 

Blankets  ... 

163  890 

310 

16 

4,620 

5,999 

Pillows 

99  21 

163 

28 

387 

698 

Wearing 

Apparel 

6 • — 

4 

. 

16 

26 

Sundries 

51  1 

34 

— 

216 

302 

Totals 

420  1,026 

604 

62 

5,355 

7,467 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam  from  premises  outside 

the  Borough. 

Private  Houses.  Evacuees.  Hostels.  Civil  Defence. 

Bedding  ...  81  31  14  6 

Total. 

132 

Blankets 

...  142 

604 

9 

841 

1,596 

Pillows 

...  117 

8 

8 

7 

140 

Wearing  Apparel  11 

11 

— 

17 

39 

Sundries 

...■  52 

10 

3 

22 

87 

Totals 

...  403 

664 

34 

893 

1,994 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  30  complaints  of  verminous  premises  were 
received.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises 
found  to  be  verminous  and  the  reasons  for  disinfestation  : — 


Reason  for 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Bedding  Steam 

Disinfestation. 

Premises. 

Rooms. 

Disinfested. 

Bugs 

90 

201 

41 

Fleas 

5 

12 

— 

Lice 

4 

13 

4 

Flies 

2 

13 

— 

Mosquitoes 

1 

1 

— 

Wood  Beetles 

1 

r 

— 

103  241  45 
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In  cases  of  infestation  by  bugs  all  wallpaper,  skirtings, 
architraves,  etc.,  were  removed  from  the  infested  rooms  prior 
to  disinfestation,  and  the  premises  were  reinspected  after  a 
period  of  14  days  before  the  reinstatement  of  these  articles. 

In  all  instances  where  evacuated  families  are  moved  to 
alternative  accommodation  within  the  'Borough,  an  inspection 
is  made  of  all  bedding  and  furniture  to  be  removed,  and  an 
inspection  is  also  made  of  the  premises  to  which  the  family  is 
moving.  Any  infestations  by  vermin  thus  found  are  dea>it  with 
before  the  removal  takes  place. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


Infestation  Order,  1943. 


Following  upon  the  complete  survey  of  the  Borough  in 
regard  to  infestation  by  rats  and  mice,  which  was  carried  out 
in  October,  1943,  concentrated  attention  was  given  during 
1944  to  the  elimination  of  these  pests. 


Details  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  shewn  as 
follows  : — 


Rats. 


Mice. 


Business  Dwelling  Business  Dwelling 
Premises.  Houses.  Premises.  Houses. 


Infestations  outstanding  at 
end  of  December,  1943  ... 

Number  of  complaints  re- 
ceived 

Number  of  disinfestations 
completed 

Number  of  disinfestations 
in  progress  (including  pre- 
mises under  annual  con- 
tract) 

Number  of  premises  where 
infestations  was  not  proved 


55 

68 

5 

2 

39 

230 

6 

18 

49 

264 

5 

15 

35 

7 

6 

5 

10 

27 

Number  of  visits  to  infested  premises: — 

Business. 

Premises. 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  48 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  1,337 


Dwelling 

Houses. 

242 

437 


The  majority  of  new  infestations  reported  were  of  a minor 
character,  and  treatments  carried  out  by  the  methods  suggested 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  highly  successful. 
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The  Council  employ  one  full  time  Rodent  Operator  who 
had  spasmodic  part  time  assistance  over  ,a  period  of  six  months 
during-  the  year.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  the  services 
of  an  additional  full  time  Rodent  Operator  without  success. 

Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers. 

In  accordance  with  Memorandum  I / R / 3689,  dated  28th 
October,  1943,  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  disinfestation  of 
sewers  within  the  Borough  was  commenced  on  24th  July,  1944, 
and  completed  4th  November,  1944. 

I he  activities  were  confined  to  the  older  and  more  thickly 
populated  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
venient working,  the  Town  was  divided  into  seven  areas,  each 
of  which  were  outlined  on  a map,  and  the  manholes  to  be 
treated  were  duly  numbered  for  identification  and  record 
purposes. 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  a squad  of  four  men  con- 
sisting of : — 

One  Operator  who  deposited  bait  in  the  manholes  and 
estimated  the  “takes.” 

One  Recorder  for  compilation  of  records. 

One  Sewerman. 

One  Labourer. 

The  bait  base  consisted  of  damp  sausage  rusk,  to  which 

5 per  cent,  of  zinc  phosphide  was  added  on  the  fifth  day  of 
baiting.  The  bait  was  deposited  on  the  benching  of  the  man- 
holes by  means  of  a patent  depositor  supplied  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food. 

Each  area  was  commenced  on  a Monday,  and  each  man- 
hole was  pre-baited  on  four  consecutive  days  by  depositing 

6 oz.  of  unpoisoned  bait  on  each  of  the  benchings.  A record 
was  made  on  each  day  of  the  amount  of  pre-bait  taken  by  rats, 
and  on  the  fifth  day  12  oz.  of  poisoned  bait  per  manhole  was 
deposited  in  those  areas  where  “takes”  of  pre-bait  had  been 
recorded. 

The  following-  summary  shews  the  areas  dealt  with  and 
the  approximate  number  of  rats  killed.  The  “kill”  was  calcu- 
lated in  accordance  with  a formula  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  which  is  stated  to  be  a very  conservative  estimate. 
Practical  evidence  that  a number  of  rats  were  killed  was  ob- 
tained when  a considerable  number  of  carcases  were  removed 
from  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  at  the  Sewage  Works. 


SYSTEMATIC  TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS.  SUMMARY. 
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“C” — Complete.  “G”— Good.  “S”— Small.  “NT”— No  Take. 

*The  sewers  in  the  Stoughton  Area  received  their  second  treatment  in  the  early  part  of  1945. 
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The  Factories  Act,  1937. 

FACTORIES,  FACTORIES  (NO  MECHANICAL  POWER) 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

« 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  225 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register  (no  mechanical 

power)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  Factories,  Factories  (no  mechanical 

power)  and  Workplaces  inspected  during  the  year  3,030 

Number  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  ...,  ...  2,848 

Number  inspected  and  found  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  182 

LIST  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN 
FACTORIES,  FACTORIES  (NO  MECHANICAL  POWER) 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Overcrowding  of  workrooms  ...  ...:  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  ...  13 

Unsatisfactory  or  insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  9 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  required  ...  ...  ...  67 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Absence  of  suitable  accommodation  for  refuse  ...  ...  15 

Infestation  by  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Defective  floors  or  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  dilapidation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Abstract  not  posted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Order,  etc. 

On  Register 
Dec.  'Ust, 
1944- 

Number  of  registered  cowkeepers  ...  ...  ....  16 

Number  of  registered  wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  registered  purveyors  of — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ungraded  Loose  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Prepacked  Milk  only  ...  ....  ...  ...  17 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  designated  milk 
licences  granted  during  1944:— 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — 

Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bottling  Licences  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accredited  Milk — 

Producers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

Producers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  2 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK,  ANALYSIS  OF  RESULTS,  1944. 
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*Three  not  tested  owing  to  lack  of  reagents  in  laboratory. 
tOne  not  tested  owing  to  lack  of  reagents  in  laboratory. 

Samples  of  Tanker  Milk  were  taken  on  arrival  prior  to  pasteurisation. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Churn  and  Bottle  Rinses. 

During-  the  year  the  following  churn  and  bottle  rinses  were 
taken  from  dairy  farms  and  dairies  in  the  Borough  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  the  results  as  shewn  hereunder  : — 
Churn  Rinses — 

Number  of  rinses  submitted  for  examination  ...  22 

Bacteria  Count  per  churn — 

Under  50,000  ...  ...  11  satisfactory. 

Between  50,000  and  250,000  9 fairly  satisfactory. 

Over  250,000  ...  ...  2 unsatisfactory. 

Bottle  Rinses — 

Number  of  rinses  submitted  for  examination  ...  7 

Bacteria  Count  per  bottle — 

Under  30,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Between  30,000  and  100,000  ...  ...  ...  1 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  following"  table  shows  a summary  of  the  amount  of 
meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Article. 

Beef 

Pork 

Mutton 

Veal 

Meat  (Tinned) 

Vegetables 

Fish 

Milk  (Tinned) 

Cereals 

Bacon 

Butter 

Sugar 

Cheese 

Eggs  (102) 

Soups 

Jam 

Miscellaneous 


Weight  in  lbs. 


75,064 

4,392 

1,084 

554 

3,734 

2,299 

4,061 

680 

2,185 


826 

28 

297 

134 

13 

79 

526 

2,882 


98,838 


Total  weight:  44  tons,  2 cwts.,  1 qr.,  26  lbs. 
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INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned  during  the  year  at  the  Government  controlled 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  : — • 


Cattle 
exc.  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

TOTAL. 

Number  Killed 

1884 

1411 

4732 

6153 

952 

15132 

Number  Inspected  ... 

1884 

1411 

4732 

6153 

952 

15132 

Percentage  of  num- 
ber killed  which 

were  inspected 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

14 

2 

20 

27 

65 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

129 

170 

16 

82 

33 

430 

Percentage  of  num- 
ber inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

6.9 

18.04 

0.8 

1.6 

6.3 

3.2 

Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

68 

1 

4 

76 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

165 

674 

1 

15 

855 

Percentage  of  num- 
ber inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

9.1 

52.2 

0.04 

1.9 

6.1 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of  Slaughtermen  on  the  register  on  31st 
December,  1944,  was  37. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938* 

From  information  supplied  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  Sampling 
Officer  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  following 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year.  No 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  samples  reported 
to  be  not  genuine. 
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Nature  of 

Sample.  Formal. 

Arrowroot  ...  1 


Baking  Powder  ...  2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  2 

Birds  Raising  Flour  1 
Black  Pepper  ...  6 

Cake  and  Pudding 

Mixture  ...  9 

Celery  Salt  ...  1 

Citrate  of  Magnesia  1 
Cocoa  ...  3 

Coffee  ...  1 

Curry  Powder  ...  6 


Dessert  Mould  ...  1 

Epsom  Salts  ...  3 

Forcemeat  (Thyme 
and  Parsley)...  1 

Gelatine  Powder  1 

Gin  ...  2 

Glauber  Salts  ...  2 

Gravy  Powder  ...  1 

Lentils  ...  1 

Macaroni  ...  2 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  6 

Milk  ...  17 


Mustard 

Mustard  Sauce  . 
Oatmeal 
Pea  Flour 
Pearl  Barley 
Rice 

Sage  and  Onion 
Stuffing 
Semolina 
Soyacream 
Soya  Flour 
Spaghetti 
Spices 

Symingtons  Soup 
Turmeric  Powder 
Vita  Gravy 
Whisky 
White  Pepper 
Worcestershire 
Sauce 


3 

1 

1 

1 

O 

n 

3 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 


2 


Not 

Informal.  Genuine.  Genuine.  Remarks. 


2 

2 

1 

6 

9 

1 

1 

3 
1 

4 


1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

15 


3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 


1 This  is  a prepared  maize 
starch  and  contains  no 
arrowroot. 


2 (1)  Lead  50  parts  per 

million. 

(2)  Excess  of  common 
salt. 


1 Effloresced  and  lost  water 
of  chrystallisation. 


2 (1)  Added  salt  0.8%. 

(2)  Added  salt  0.9%. 

2 (1)  Fat  2.59%  = 13% 

deficiency.  Solids  not 

fat  8.85%. 

(2)  Deficiency  in  milk 
fat  1.0%. 


112  8 


Totals  ...  120 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,982 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4,460 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  571* 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  963* 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,373 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  1,144 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  62 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  7 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  on  undertak- 

ing from  owners  not  to  re-let  for  habitation  1 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

E.  — Action  taken  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 

2156— 

1.  Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary  occu- 
pation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

* Inspection  of  Council  houses  and  Requisitioned 

properties. 


HOUSE  TOMIOUSE  INSPECTION  OE 
COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

In  November  1944  the  survey  of  Council  houses  carried 
out  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  overcrowding, 
verminous  houses  and  urgent  items  of  disrepair  was  completed. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  conditions  found  during 
the  survey  : — • 

Number  of  Council  houses  inspected  ...  ...  1,427 

Number  of  houses  where  urgent  items  of  disrepair 

were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  511 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  verminous  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of  premises 
and/or  bedding  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  1 31 
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Number  of  premises 
the  extent  of — 

found  to  be  overcrowded  to 

f person 

40 

I person 

21 

If  persons 

13 

2 persons 

...  5 

2f  persons 

...  4 

3f  persons 

2 

Lists  of  urgent  repairs  required  in  511  houses  were  passed 
to  the  Building-  Department  from  time^  to  time.  Although  a 
considerable  number  of  these  repairs  have  been  completed, 
there  is  still  an  appreciable  amount  of  work  outstanding,  which 
is  undoubtedly  due  to  lack  of  labour  and  pressure  of  other 
work  on  the  Building  Department.  In  the  majority  of  the 
houses,  re-decorations  were  found  to  be  urgently  required, 
walls  and  ceilings  of  living  rooms  and  sculleries  being  in  a 
very  dirty  condition  in  most  cases.  In  a large  number  of 
instances,  tenants  were  encouraged  to  carry  out  their  own 
re-decorations,  and  the  requisite  materials  were  supplied  free 
of  charge.  There  are,  however,  a number  of  houses  occupied 
by  aged  persons  and  families  where  there  is  nobody  capable 
of  doing  such  work,  and  these  premises  are  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Building  Department  as  soon  as  possible. 

Verminous  premises  and  dirty  houses  were  dealt  with 
immediatelv  after  inspection,  fumigations  being  carried  out  by 
the  Publ  ic  Health  Department,  where  necessary.  In  cases 
where  reinfestation  occurred,  further  treatment  was  given, 
and  a number  of  unsatisfactory  tenants  are  still  kept  under 
close  observation  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Of  the  85  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  the 
survey,  35  cases  were  abated  by  removal  of  sub-tenants, 
lodgers,  etc.  The  remaining  cases  were  referred  to  the  Hous- 
ing Committee  for  consideration  as  and  when  houses  become 
vacant. 
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